
By BRUCE EGGLER 

No leader of organized crime, alias 
the Mafia, was more famous than 
Franli Costello, whose raspy voice and 
fidgeting hands became familiar to 
early TV viewers when he appeared 
before the-Late -Sen.—Estes. Kefauver’s ' 
crime-fighting committee. 

And no leader of organized crime 
was involved in a wider range of ac- 
tivities or places than Costello, often 
called the “Prime. Minister of the 
Underworld,” who died yesterday in 
New York at 82. 

Those activities stretched into. Louisi- 
ana on several occasions and involved 
charges of high-level political corrup-' 
tion of the kind that Costello allegedly 
could create wherever he operated. 

HIS FIRST Louisiana involvement 
reportedly came in 1935, when Sen. 
Huey P. Long invited him to set up 
slot machine operations in the state. 

The evidence for that charge came 
from Costdlo himself, when he testi- 
fied before a New York grand jury 
five years later. He told the grand 
jury: / 

I was invited to come to New Or- 



!eans m the early part of 1935, and 
got this proposition ... I was invited 
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asked me % put our machines there ■ 
in Louisiana; he Was going to pass 
some kind of , ordinance for the poor, 
the blind— a certain kind of relief, to 
get a ceptain....percentage— and .. we 
would have to pay so much per ma- i 
chine per year. 

“Well, about six or seven weeks : 
later, I got Philip Kastel, which is 
my associate, to go down there and 
work things out. He went down , there 
and he incorporated, and from then on 
worked out the deal.” 

SOME QUESTIONS about Costello’s < 
linking Long to the deal were raised 
by Long’s. followers. Since the charge' 1. 
did riot come until five , years after. •' 
Huey’s death, it was possible that : 
Costello was naming the dead man in ! 
order to protect someone who had in- . »; 
vited him later and who was still in ! 
power, they suggested. i 

Moreover, they argued, Long could 1 
never have guaranteed Costello and ’ 
Kastel the police “protection” needed- ; 
for slots because the city was then run 
by anti-Lomg Mayor T. Sernmes Walms- ; 
ley, who likely would have confiscated' j 
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Uic u in New York yesterday, walks with at- 
torney HUGH M. WILKINSON here in 1940 during a 
$500,000 income tax evasion trial. Costello a»d Jba 
others were acquitted on government charges of 
erating a slot racket. (States-Item photo.) 
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machines operated for the Kingfish’s 
benefit. Finally, said Long’s defenders, 
Huey would not have made such a 
proposition himself, but would have 
dealt through an intermediary. 

In any case, the slot machines were 
moved into New Orleans in a big way 
in the mid-1930s, although previously 
they had flourished only in adjacent 
parishes. For a time they could be 
found all over town, but eventually re- 
form groups brought enough pressure 
to have them removed. 

In New Orleans, the slots were re- 
placed by pinball madhises, and the 
slots moved out to Jefferson, St. Ber- 
nard .and other parishes. 

BUT COSTELLO was soon indicted 
along with “Dandy Phil” Kastel, Jim- 
my Moran and three other men, on 
charges of evading more than $500,000 
in income taxes due on the two plush 
years of slot machine operations in 
the city, 1936-37. 

The men were acquitted in June 1940, 
■but the case was something of a sen- 
sation even in the midst of many other 
Louisiana scandals” of the time. 
Moran, bom James Broeato, was a 
close friend of Mayor Robert Maestri 
and Long. He was one of the city’s 
most colorful characters, known for 'his 
flashy clothes, his collection of dia- 
monds and his lavish ways. 

After the slot machine case died, 
Costello did not reappear in the Lou- 
isiana eye much until 1951 and the 
Kefauver committee hearings 
KEFAUVER CONCLUDED after a 
series of nationwide hearings that Lou- 
isiana offered “a complete case his- 
tory of infiltration by important rep- 
resentatives of the national crime syn- 
dicate who, through alliances with local 
racketeers, put gambling and other 
profitable rackets on a big-time basis.” 
Although agreeing the city “has 
been cleaned up steadily since Mayor 
deLesseps S. Morrison took office in 
1946,” the Tennessee senator charged 
that it was still “one of the important 
provincial capitals of the East Coast 
j Costello-Lanksy-Adonis mob. 

I ‘‘As his proconsul in New Orleans,” 
said Kefauver, “Costello installed one 
of his most trusted lieutenants, Philip 
(Dandy Phil) Kastel, convicted swind- 
ler, and through Kastel controlled an 
important segment of the area’s slot- 
machine and gambling casino rack- 
ets.” 



Costello, Kefauver wrote later, also 
concluded a “working partnership” 
with Carlos Marcello, reputed 'boss of 
organized crime activities in the state. 

AMONG THEIR JOINT ventures 
was the luxurious Beverly Club gamb- 
ling casino in Jefferson Parish, of 
which Kastel was president. Costello, 
Marcello and Meyer Lansky were 
partners. 

The Beverly was just one of many 
large gambling operations in Jeffer- 
son then, all allegedly operating with, 
the permission of Sheriff Frank J 
Clancy. 

Largely as a result of the great pub- ' 
licity given the Kefauver hearing, .. 
large-scale gambling in Jefferson 
shortly, thereafter began to grind to a 
halt, and Costello’s local operations 
apparently died, too. 

Costello continued to be a power in ~ 
national organized crime until 1957 , 
when he was wounded in an assassina.- 
tion attempt. After that, he played a 
diminishing role in the national Mafia ■ 
according to authorities on the sha- 
dowy, still-disputed organization 
COSTELLO WAS BORN Francesco 
Serigha (or Castiglia) in Calabria in 
Southern Italy about 1893. He came to 
the United States as a small boy and 
grew up in New York. City, becom- 
ing a naturalized citizen in 1925. ! 

In 1929 and again in 1931, he re- 
portedly played a key role in the 
national distribution of power among 
warring Mafia chieftains, assigning ■ 
geographical and operational “areas” 
to the different Mafia families. 

The area Costello gained was gam- 
bling, especially slot machines. 

In 1946 he reportedly succeeded 
Charles Luciano as boss of the most t 
powerful Mafia family in the nation, 
being succeeded a decade later by 
the late Vito Genovese. 

COSTELLO WAS THE Mafia chief- 
tain with the closest connections to 
public officials and other prominent 
figures. . According to the report of 
the President’s Commission on Law 
Enforcement and the Administration 
of Justice, Costello “was often seen 
dining in well-known restaurants in the 
company of judges, public officials and 
prominent businessmen.” 

Despite several convictions and pris- 
on terms, Costello, like Marcello re- 
sisted government efforts to deport 
him. 




